
SIR RUN RUN SHAW LECTURE SERIES PRESENTS

Part of the Humanities Institute at Stony Brook theme year, “Healing: Survival and Resiliency in the
Arts and Humanities”. The Humanities Institute at Stony Brook | 1013 Humanities Bldg | Stony Brook
University | Stony Brook, NY 11794-5354. If you need an accessibility-related accommodation, please
call 631-632-6748. Stony Brook University/SUNY is an affirmative action, equal opportunity educator
and employer.

The War in Ukraine
and the Future of 

Democracy

YALE UNIVERSITY
BESTSELLING AUTHOR

T I M O T H Y  S N Y D E R

October 19, 2022
4:30 PM

Humanities Rm 1006

Photo credit: Jiri Zerzon for Hospodarske noviny

For a generation we have been instructed that democracy is a function of larger, impersonal
factors, yet both the assault on democracy in the US and the Russian invasion of Ukraine
indicate that some of these forces may push in the opposite direction. More interestingly,
the defense of democracy seems to involve an unavoidable ethical commitment. This
suggests that the way we think and talk about democracy, and our willingness to take risks
for it, are essential for its future. 

Timothy Snyder is the Levin Professor of History and Global Affairs at Yale University and a permanent
fellow at the Institute for Human Sciences in Vienna. He is the author of a dozen books, including the
bestsellers, On Tyranny, Our Malady, The Road to Unfreedom, Black Earth, and Bloodlands. His work has
been translated into forty languages and received a number of prizes, including the literature award of
the American Academy of Art and Letters, the Hannah Arendt Prize, and the Leipzig Book Prize for
European Understanding.
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